


The Eastman School of Music, in response to a request from the American Viola
Society, has established the Francis Tursi Scholarship Fund in his honor. Members of
the American Viola Society are invited to contribute to the fund. Everyone is also
invited to express appreciation to Francis in the form of a personal letter which will
be forwarded to him. All contributions are tax-deductible.

Proceeds from the fund will be used to assist talented graduate students in their
studies. Students receiving assistance from the fund will be identified when they
appear in recital. Names of contributors will be published in Eastman Notes.

Francis has made an important contribution to the music world through his

performing and teaching. His unique personality--one who loves and cares for his
fellow man--sets him apart.

The Francis Tursi Scholarship Fund will serve as a lasting reminder of the esteem
and deep affection in which Francis is held by his students, friends and colleagues.

Contributions and letters should be sent to:

The Francis Tursi Scholarship Fund
c¢/o Kirsten Benson Hampton
Eastman School of Music

26 Gibbs St.

Rochester, NY 14604

Appreciation is expressed to Robert Oppelt, a former Tursi student,

who was
instrumental in establishing this fund through the Eastman School.
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VIOLA WEEKEND

Under the sponsorship of the Canadian Viola Society of the IVS, a Bratsche Bash, will
be held at Aeolian Hall, London, Ontario on March 19-20. Various performers and
lecturers will be featured. For further information, write:

Baird Knechtel
103 North Drive
Islington, Ontario M9A 4RS

Competitions . . . .

WINNER AT GENEVA

Hong-Mei Xiao, violist, was named First Prize Winner at the Geneva International
Competition for Musical Performers, held 28 August-16 September 1987 in Geneva,
Switzerland. Seventy violists worldwide entered the competition. She received her
Master’s degree from the State University of New York at Stony Brook in 1986, where
she was a student of John Graham. She is now working toward the DMA degree at
the University of Towa where she studies with William Preucil.

LIONEL TERTIS INTERNATIONAL VIOLA COMPETITION

The Third Lionel Tertis International Viola Competition and Workshop will take place
at the Isle of Man, UK., 27 August-3 September 1988. The competition is open to

viola players of all nationalities born on or after 1 March 1961. Awards of $5,000 will
be available to the Jury.

THE WORKSHOP: Players of all abilities and non-playing observers are invited to
attend. Each day will consist of a morning recital and master class, an afternoon of
ensemble classes, master class and lecture, an evening recital or informal concert.

In addition to the official events, there will be opportunities for private tuition,
informal recitals and sightseeing. There will be a minor repair clinic, a club and a
concert by the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra (conducted by Janos Fiirst)

Write for full details to:

Mananan Festival Office

(Tertis Competition and Workshop)
Port Erin

Isle of Man

British Isles
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About Violists . . . .

IN MEMORIAM

Peter Schidlof (1922-87), violist of the prestigious Amadeus String Quartet, died from
a heart attack in Sunderland, Cumbria, England in August. Austrian and Jewish, he
fled the Nazis in 1938, and settled in England where he studied with Max Rostal, and
also served in the British Armed Forces. After the War, Rostal helped organize the
Amadeus Quartet, composed of two other refugees, violinists, Norbert Brainin and

Siegmund Nissel, and the English cellist Martin Lovett. For almost forty years this
group gave concerts worldwide, and also recorded all of the quartets by Mozart,
Beethoven, and Schubert. Schidlof will be remembered as one of the finest and most
dedicated ensemble violists of the 20th century. The Quartet has now disbanded.

Morton Feldman (1926-87), experimental and sometimes avant-gard composer, died in
September in Buffalo of cancer. He had a particular interest in writing works for the
viola, four of which were written for violist Karen Phillips. All four were titled The
Viola in My Life. They were composed and published by Universal Edition between
1970 and 1973, He also composed Rothko Chapel for Viola Solo, Soprano, Alto
Chorus, Celeste and Percussion (1971-73). In 1980 he composed Trio for Violin, Viola
and Cello. Both the Trio and Rothko Chapel were published by Universal Edition.

CLEVELAND QUARTET

James Dunham is the new violist replacing Atar Arad in the Cleveland Quartet which
is based at the Eastman School of Music.

New Works & Recordings . . . .

PRIMROSE VIDEO

A TV production of the master violist in his prime was produced at Brigham Young
University in the spring of 1987 and premiered at the XIV International Viola
Congress in June. With an introduction and closing commentary by David Dalton, it
features Primrose playing in a 1946 film the "Polacca" by Beethoven, "Ave Maria" by
Schubert, and the "Caprice No. 24" by Paganini. Color and Black and White, the
videotape runs 21 minutes and is available for $31.95 from:

Shar Products Co.
2465 S. Industrial

P.O. Box 1411

Ann Arbor, MI 48106
Tel. 1-800-482-1086
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NEW BOOK ON THE VIOLA

Franz Zeyringer, president of the International Viola Society, announces the imminent
release of a new book in German entitled, "Die Viola da braccio," published by Heller
Verlag, Munich. This volume has been five years in the writing in which the author
addresses and finds solutions for important problems concerning the viola. Such
subjects of general interest as the development of the instrument, history of viola
performance, the problem of size, a small lexicon of viola terms, judging an
instrument and the bow, etc. are handled. The first edition, clothbound, contains 280
pages written in German. Those subscribing to the book by 30 April 1988 will receive
the volume at a reduced rate of $52.00 (Regular price, $73.00). Order forms can be
acquired from:

Rosemary Glyde
P.O. Box 558
Golden’s Bridge, NY 10526

ROAD TO HAMELIN

Paul Ramsier, "Road to Hamelin," for Solo Viola, Narrator, Piano (or flute, oboe,
clarinet, bassoon, horn, trumpet in C and percussion; or piano and strings). Pubhshed
by Boosey & Hawkes, $17.00; duration 18 minutes.

Gary Karr, double bass, performed and recorded this work with the Toronto Symphony
in 1978. The present arrangement was published in 1986. Orchestral part are
available on rental, or this piece can be performed from the edition listed in the title
of this review. The viola part is difficult enough to require a performer of more
than average ability (not necessarily an artist). Double stops, harmonics, and spiccato
bowings constitute the most difficult demands on the violist.

The narrator’s part is adapted from Robert Browning’s story “The Pied Piper of
Hamelin." Twelve short movements for solo viola intersperse the narration. This
allows the violist to feature different aspects of the solo instrument in each section,

in which lyrical and technical passagework are contrasted with registers, colors, and
idiomatic devices.

This composition is well written and worthy of performance. It has built-in audience

appeal and would be rewarding to the soloist.
Review by Maurice W. Riley
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MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT FORM
The AVS is an association for the promotion of viola performance and research.

Your personal and financial support is appreciated. As a member, each year you
will receive three AVS Journals and The Viola, yearbook of the International
Viola Society. You will also receive the satisfaction of knowing that you are a
member of a collegial group which is contributing to the furtherance of our
instrument and its literature.

Please enroll me/my group as a member of AVS for one year. Begin my
subscription to AVS Journal and send a copy of the Membership Directory along
with an annual copy of The Viola.

My check for one year’s dues, made payable to the American Viola Society, is
enclosed as indicated below:

Renewal Membership () $
New Membership () %20
Student Membership () $

( ) I wish to contribute to The William Primrose Memorial Scholarship Fund in
the amount of $

( ) I wish to make an additional tax-deductible contribution to the AVS General
Operations Fund in the amount of $

TOTAL

Please indicate appropriate membership category below.

( ) Individual Please send AVS your biographical material,
( ) Amateur photographs (clearly labelled), brochures,

( ) Educational Organization concert programs, posters, press releases,

( ) Music Business clippings and other related material on a
() Library regular basis for our resource files and

( ) Other possible publications. We serve as a

clearing house for many viola related requests.

Name

Address

City State Zip
Telephone

( ) Check if this is a new address

(If you are a student, in which school are you enrolled?
Please list permanent address above rather than school address.)

Send To: Rosemary Glyde, Treasurer
P.O. Box 558, Rt 22
Golden’s Bridge, NY 10526



“QUARTET”

by
Homer Clark

A lyrical, award-winning transparent watercolor in earth tones, and a
favorite of William Primrose.

Laser-copied and double-matted.

Image size: Mat Size:
6 x 9 inches 11 x 14 inches $35
16 x 24 inches 22 x 30 inches $70

Proceeds in support of the Primrose International Viola Archive
(the official archive of the American Viola Society).
Payment to: PRIMROSE

C-550 HFAC BYU
Provo, UT 84602



