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Preface

Carl Fuerstner was born in Strasbourg, Alsace-Lorraine, and began piano lessons at the age of
five. He studied composition and conducting at the Hochschule fiir Musik in Cologne before
launching a lengthy career as pianist, vocal coach, composer, and conductor. After his arrival in
San Francisco in 1939, Fuerstner was active as a freelance musician until 1945. Next, he headed
the opera department at the Eastman School of Music from 1945 to 1950 before moving to
Provo, Utah, where he would hold a number of positions over the next decade at Brigham Young
University including resident pianist, opera conductor, and head of the composition department.
Fuerstner then settled in at Indiana University, where he served as principal opera coach from
1963 until his retirement in 1982. A frequent accompanist, Fuerstner performed with Ruggiero
Ricci, Jessye Norman, Henri Temianka, Jan Peerce, and many others.

These two pieces for viola and piano date from 1940 (Kleiner Marsch) and 1943 (Pavane).! The
Kleiner Marsch, which is also known by the alternate name Marcietta, bears a dedication to
Ferenc Molnar, a colleague of Fuerstner’s.” Molnar and Fuerstner performed the Kleiner Marsch
at a May 4, 1945, recital at Town Hall in New York. Violist Melvin Berger performed both
pieces on multiple occasions, including his Carnegie Hall debut in 1962.

This edition is based on four different sources:

1) A score and part for both pieces, housed at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, which
serves as the primary source for this edition;

2) An alternate score for the Pavane, inscribed: “For William Primrose, with profoundest
admiration! —The Composer,” housed in the Primrose International Viola Archive at Brigham
Young University;

3) An alternate viola part for the Pavane, housed in the Luigi Silva Musical Score collection at
the University of North Carolina at Greenshoro;

4) A transcription for cello and piano (score and part) of the Kleiner Marsch, housed in the Luigi
Silva Musical Score collection at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.

David M. Bynog, editor

! Robert Lloyd Oppelt, “A Study of Contemporary American Viola Solos” (DMA thesis, Eastman School of Music
of the University of Rochester, 1956), 110.

2 Born in Hungary in 1895, Molnar gained fame as the violist of the Roth Quartet. He immigrated to San Francisco
with his family in the 1930s and later taught mechanical engineering at Stanford, where he also conducted the
symphony orchestra. In 1941 he appeared on violin in a piano trio with Fuerstner dubbed the Stanford University
Trio, and in the 1943-1944 season he assumed the principal violist position of the San Francisco Symphony
Orchestra, where he would remain for the next twenty years.
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2. Pavane

Adagio Solenne
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Two Pieces for Viola and Piano

Carl Fuerstner
Edited by David M. Bynog

1. Kleiner Marsch

For Ferenc Molnar
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2. Pavane
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Quincy Porter
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Frederick Slee

Variations on a Hymn Tune for Solo Viola. AVS 003

VIOLA AND PIANO

Blanche Blood
Barcarolle for Viola and Piano. AVS 002

Arthur Foote
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J. N. Pychowski
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Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy
Canon for Two Violas. AVS 004

THREE VIOLAS

Scott Slapin
Capricious. AVS 012

VIOLA ENSEMBLE
(FOUR OR MORE)

J.S. Bach
Sinfonia from the Cantata: Gleichwie der Regen und
Schnee vom Himmel fallt. AVS 005

Matthias Durst
Adagio for Four Violas. AVS 001

Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy
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Max von Weinzierl
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]J. S. Bach

Chorale: Ich, dein betrubtes Kind, for Soprano, Viola
obligata, and Continuo from the Cantata Mein Herze
schwimmt im Blut. AVS 013

Ergiefe dich reichlich,du gottliche Quelle, Aria for
Tenor, Viola, and Continuo from the Cantata Wo soll ich
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Sinfonia from the Cantata: Gleichwie der Regen und
Schnee vom Himmel fallt. AVS 005

Michael Colgrass
Revisions to Variations for Four Drums and Viola.
AVS 016

Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy
Adagio from String Sinfonia VIII. AVS 011

W. A. Mozart
Principal Viola Part for Sinfonia Concertante, K. 364,
Extended Scordatura Edition. AVS 019
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