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Preface 
 

 
 
Born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1892, Louise Lincoln Kerr began piano lessons at age six with her 
mother, adding violin lessons the next year. Later, while a student at Barnard College, she 
studied composition with Daniel Gregory Mason and Cornelius Rubner. Kerr held a variety of 
musical jobs in Cleveland and New York before moving with her family to Arizona in 1936. 
There, she became an integral part of the musical culture in the Phoenix/Scottsdale area. In 
addition to composing and performing on violin and viola, she maintained an artists’ colony at 
her home and assisted with the development of several musical organizations including the 
Phoenix Symphony, The Phoenix Chamber Music Society, and the Scottsdale Center for the 
Arts.  
 
The manuscript for Etude, completed in July 1969, is housed in the Louise Lincoln Kerr 
Collection, MSS-90, Arizona State University Libraries: Arizona Collection. Idiomatically 
written for the two instruments, the work exhibits a variety of string techniques including 
pizzicato, harmonics, and col legno. With its repetitive sixteenth-note melodic figure, the duo 
emulates a standard étude (notably Rodolphe Kreutzer’s Étude No. 2, for violin). But the work’s 
harmonic language and rhythmic patterns are clearly influenced by the sounds of the American 
Southwest.  
 
 

David M. Bynog, editor 
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