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Preface 
 
Born into a musical family in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1845, Fidelis Zitterbart Jr. trained there as a 
violinist before heading to Dresden at age sixteen for further studies.1 Upon his return to the United 
States, he performed as a violinist and violist with organizations in New York; he is listed as a member of 
the viola section during the 1869–70 season of the New York Philharmonic as well as violist during the 
second season of the Onslow Quintette Club.2 Zitterbart returned to Pittsburgh in 1873 to teach at the 
American Conservatory of Music, and he remained there as an active part of Pittsburgh’s musical life 
until his death in 1915.  
 
In addition to his work as a performer and teacher, Zitterbart was a prolific composer. He left nearly 
fifteen hundred compositions, the manuscripts of which now reside in the Special Collections 
Department, Hillman Library, University of Pittsburgh. The collection contains a remarkable number of 
compositions for viola: nearly fifty works for viola and piano as well as small-ensemble pieces that 
include the viola. Among these are thirteen sonatas for viola and piano, the first dating from 1875—the 
earliest known American viola sonata—which is dedicated to George Matzka, the former principal violist 
of the New York Philharmonic.  
 
The Sonata No. 2 in G Minor, dated August 31, 1897, is the second of Zitterbart’s four-movement viola 
sonatas (an earlier two-movement sonata dated May 24, 1886, is also labeled as No. 2 on the manuscript, 
though this work is not included in Zitterbart’s numbering system for his other viola sonatas). Zitterbart’s 
viola sonatas tend to be grand in scope, perhaps best exemplified by the present work. The first and fourth 
movements are each in sonata form with repeated expositions, the lyrical second movement is evocative 
of American parlour music, and the third movement is a brisk scherzo. The viola carries the bulk of the 
thematic material throughout the sonata with technically demanding writing that displays great bravura, 
going as high as g’’’ at the end—very high for any nineteenth-century viola repertoire. The sonata is 
dedicated to Zitterbart’s son-in-law, the violinist Carl J. Braun Jr. 
 

A Note on the Sources 
 

This edition is based on the manuscript piano score and the manuscript viola part housed in the Fidelis 
Zitterbart Collection, Special Collections Department, Hillman Library, University of Pittsburgh. Both 
sources are heavily marked, containing extensive dynamic and phrasing markings, articulations, bowings, 
and fingerings. There are numerous discrepancies between the two sources, and both have multiple 
alterations, including portions that have been erased, overwritten, or pasted over. This edition represents 
the editor’s best attempt to reconcile these discrepancies; all editorial changes have been made without 
comment. The editor is grateful to Jeanann Croft Haas and the staff at the Hillman Library’s Special 
Collections Department for their assistance in preparing this edition. 
 

David M. Bynog, editor 
May 2015 

 
Notes 

 
1. For additional information on Zitterbart, see Robert F. Schmalz, “The Zitterbart Collection—A Legacy 
Unevaluated,” College Music Symposium 19, no. 2 (Fall 1979): 77–88. 
 
2. “Miscellaneous Concerts,” Aldine 6, no. 4 (April 1873): 87. 
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ḋim.

B bbb
114

.˙ .˙
,

.˙ œ. œ. œ.sempre π
spiccato

.˙ .˙
,

.˙
≤

œ. œ. œ. .˙ .˙
,

œ.
≤

œ. œ. .˙
B bbb

120

œ.
≤

œ. œ. .˙ œ œ
≤

œ œb œn œ
π

œ œ œ œ œ œ .˙n >
≥

.˙P dim.

.˙ .˙

B bbb
125 .>̇ .˙

p
.˙ .˙

π
.>̇ .˙

dim.

.˙ .˙ 2Silencio

B bbb
131  . œœœb

˘
Œ Œ

ƒsempre

œœœ#n
˘

Œ Œ œœœ
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Œ Œ œ
œ

œ œ
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B bb c œ. œ# . œ> œ œ≤ œn œ œ œ œ œb
F

Allegro vigoroso œ. œ# . œ> œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ. œ# . œ> œ œ1 œ œn œ œ œ œn

B bb4 œ# . œ# . œ œ œ1 œ œ3 œ# 1 œ œ2 œ
cresc.

œ3 œ.o ≈ œ# > œ œ. ≈ œ> œ œ. ≈ œn > œ1 œ.3 ≈ œ
o

. œ.

B bb7

œ> œn œ# œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œn . œ. ,œ. œ. œ. œ≥ œ >̇≤ œ.≥ œ.≤ œo œ. œ. œ œ. œ. œ. œ œ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ- œ# &

& bb11

œ
1 ˙4 œ3 œ4

p glissando

con espressione

œ œ œ .œ- Jœ# 1 œ2 ˙4> œ.2 œn .1 œ2 >̇ œ.2 œ. œ œ1 œ1 œ œ. œ.

& bb16 œ# 1 ˙3> œ.2 œn . œ# 2 >̇4 œ. œn . œ œ#
≥
2 œn ˙4 .˙# 4 œn 3 œ2 œ# 1 œn 4 œ# ˙ œ œ≤ œn œ

& bb22 .˙n œn œ œ
1 œ œ B

.œ3
Jœ# . .œ Jœ. œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# w≤ .˙ œ

B bb28

˙ œ œ œ œ
F

.œ œ. œ   ‰ œ≤ œn 1 œ3 .œ œ.2 œ  ‰
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0˘ œ
≤

1

œ
0

œ.
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œ
≤
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œœœœ

#
≥̆

‰ 
f

œ# .≥ œ# . œ œ œ
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œ# 1 œ2 œ œ œn 3 œ. œ# . œ œ œ1 œ œn œ œ# 2

œn œ .œ# Jœ.
œo4 œ# œn

B bb37 w# ∑1 œn .4 œ# . œ œ œ3 œ œn œ œ œ œ œ. œn . œ œ œ1 œ œ œ œ0 œ œ

IV
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B bb41 .œ2 Jœ.
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&
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0 œ. œ. œB
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œ œ œ .œ- Jœ# 1.
dolce
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≤ œœ
≥

J
œœ œœ œœ œœ&

..œœnn œb .4 .œ2 œ≥ œn ≤ œb œ œ œn œb œ œB
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4

œb œB œ# - œ œ œ œ- œ œ œ œ. œn . œ. œ. œ. œn . œ# . œ.

B bb111 œœ
. œœ. œœ> œœ œœ. œœ. œœ# .

fƒ
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>
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œœ
.
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f
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≥

œ.
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œ.jœœœ œœœb
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. œœœ#ggggggJœœ
œœn > œœ. œœœ

.
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# - Jœ
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. œœœ#
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.

œœ Jœœ
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.
œœœ
.

.œ-

Jœœ
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œœ.
œœ. ‰
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.
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.

B

&

?

bb

bb

bb

5 œ Jœ œ Jœ

.œ- .œ-.œ .œœ jœ œ jœ
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.

œœ
. ‰ œœ. œœ.

œb Jœ œ# Jœ
>

.œ̇b Jœ .œ#

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

.œn.˙

œ≥ J
œ œ œ. œn .

œœœ
jœœœ## œœœ

jœœœ
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>

J
œœ œœ

jœœ

œ œ≥ œ œ≤ œ 0œ œ1 œ œn

œœœ ‰ œœœ
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rœœ œ œ œ œ œn œ. œ. œ.

B

&

?

bb
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bb

9 œ̆ œ œ œ œn œ̆ œ œ œ œ

œœœ
jœœœn œœœ

jœœœ
jœ. œ jœœ.

œœ

œ>
Jœ
2 œ4 jœ

1

œœœ-
jœœœn .

..œœ

jœœ.
œœ## .

.œœ

dim.

œ#
3 jœ œ ‰

..œœn ..œœ#

œœ
‰ ≈ œ# œ œn œn œ

∑

∑

œ1 œ œn œ
1

jœ#
dim.
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œ œ œ œ œ- jœ

≈ œ
2

œn
1

œ œ œn
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œ
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‰ œ# œ œn œ
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?

bb
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.œ .œ#.˙

œb 3
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..˙̇
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œ- œ œ œ œ œ

.˙

.˙
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Jœ. œœœb ...œœœb
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B

&

?

bb

bb

bb

√
21 œ0≤ œn œ#

2 œ1 œ4 œ œ0≥ œ œ# 2 œ1 œn œb

œœœn œœœœ
œœœœ
. œœœœ

.

œœœœnn œœœœ œœœ
. œœœ

.
f

f
œ1 œ# .1 J

œ.4 œn . œ# . œb .

œœœœ#
>

œ
2

œb œ# œn
1

œ œb œ# œn

œœœn
> œ# 4 œ# œ2 œ œ4 œ# œn œ

œ. œn . œ# . œb . œ. œn
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˘œ œ# œn œ œ œn Jœ#
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B

&

?

bb
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bb

24

jœ
‰ ‰ œ

≤ œ œ œ1 œn œ

jœœ
‰ ‰ ....œœœœn >

jœœ
‰ ‰ ..œœ

.œ .œ

....œœœœ ....œœœœ#

..œœ## -
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.œœ

.˙

œœœ œ œœœ œ œœœ œ ...œœœ .œ

.

.œœ
œn - œ œ œ œ œ
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.Œ̇ . Jœ# .œ
p

.œo≤ œ œ œn
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.

.œœ
œn - œ œ œ œ œ
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&

&

?
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29 .œ œ œn œ

...˙̇̇ .˙

.Œ̇ . Jœ# .œ

.˙
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..œœ œ- œ œ
œ œ œ&

.œn œ œ œ
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?
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&

?
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œn - œ œ œ œ œ

.œ œ œn œ
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œ œ œ œ&
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œœœn J
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œœœbb . œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.

Œ . ‰ œ≤ œb

œ- œb œ œ œb œb œ- œb œ œ œb œ

œœœbb . œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.

B

&

?

bb

bb

bb

93 .œn
Jœ ‰ ‰

jœœœn#n .
‰ ‰ œ# - œ# œ œ1 œn œ

œœnn
œœœn# .

œœœ.
œœœ
. œœœ

. œœœ
.

œ#
≥

œ# œ œ œn œ .œ
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n ≥. ‰

jœœœ œœœ#
> jœœœn

. œœœ
J
œœœ

œœœb œœœn . œœœ. œœ>
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œœœn œœœ

p

p

œn ≤ Jœ
3 œ Jœ
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jœ# >

B

œœœ- Jœ œœœ jœœœ#


œn jœ..œœ œœœ
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œ.jœœœ œœœb
> jœœœ

. œœœ#ggggggJœœ
œœn > œœ. œœœ

.
œ.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# - Jœ
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œ Jœ œ Jœ

.œ- .œ-.œ .œœ jœ œ jœ

‰ œœ
.

œœ
. ‰ œœ. œœ.

B

&

?

bb

bb

bb

128 œb Jœ œ# Jœ
4

.œ̇b Jœ .œ#

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

.œn.˙

œ1 J
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.œ .œ#.˙

œb 3

Jœ œ Jœ

..˙̇
Œ .

œ- œ œ œ œ œ

..˙̇
F

F
.˙#

Jœ. œœœb ...œœœb

œ- œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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.œœ œ- œ œ œ œ œ
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Intermezzo, from Symphony No. 1. AVS 040 
 
Cecil Forsyth 
The Dark Road for Viola and String Orchestra. 
AVS 024 
 
W. A. Mozart 
Principal Viola Part for Sinfonia Concertante, 
K. 364, Extended Scordatura Edition. AVS 019 
 
Principal Viola Part for Sinfonia Concertante, 
K. 364, Scordatura Edition. AVS 019a 
 
G. P. Telemann 
Concerto for Two Violettas, TWV 52:G3. 
Critical Edition Including Alternative 
Scordatura Solo Parts. AVS 025 
 

MIXED ENSEMBLES 
 
J. S. Bach 
Chorale: Ich, dein betrubtes Kind, for Soprano, 
Viola obligata, and Continuo from the Cantata 
Mein Herze schwimmt im Blut. AVS 013 
 
Ergieße dich reichlich,du göttliche Quelle, Aria 
for Tenor, Viola, and Continuo from the 
Cantata Wo soll ich fliehen hin. AVS 014 
 
Hochgelobter Gottessohn, Aria for Alto, Viola, 
and Continuo from the Cantata Bleib bei uns, 
denn es will Abend werden. AVS 029 
 
Sinfonia from the Cantata: Gleichwie der 
Regen und Schnee vom Himmel fällt. AVS 005 
 
Michael Colgrass 
Revisions to Variations for Four Drums and 
Viola. AVS 016 
 
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
Adagio from String Sinfonia VIII. AVS 011 
 
Quincy Porter 
Little Trio (Suite in E Major) for Flute, Violin, 
and Viola. AVS 026 
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